
42     |     Royal Geelong Yacht Club Corinthian 2016

The Royal Geelong Yacht Club was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of esteemed 
Honorary Life Member (1986) and Past Commodore (1979-1981) Ian Watson this year.

The Royal Geelong Yacht Club would like to congratulate those Members who welcomed future Cadets to the world this year. 
Bart Newman and Jenna Beaumont welcomed little girl Maisy on 3rd October 2015.

Lachlan and Fiona Hassell welcomed baby boy Sebastian Jarrod Hassell on 19th December, 2015. 

Dianne and Darren Mahoney said hello to a new baby girl, Charlotte Marie Mahoney on 11th January, 2016.

Jake & Erin Newman welcomed a new little girl, Hazel on 12th August 2016.

Jono and Jacqui McLean also welcomed a baby girl, Cleo, on 31st August 2016. 

Past Commodore Ian “Watto” Watson was a man 
who made his mark with many at RGYC and in 
the wider community.  Those who sailed with him 
know him as a keen competitor who prepared his 
boat well and was loyal to his crew.  He could be 
tough but he inspired loyalty and was a man “you 
wanted to sail with”.  His sailing life was peppered 
with great adventures, many of them in the Sydney 
– Hobart races he competed in.  Ian was reliable, 
confident and competent and it is observed by his 
friends that “he grew into his leadership roles” at 
the Club.

In February 1977, Ian had his moment of glory. Ian 
was part of the crew on “Sandy” Kelso’s ‘Taurus’, 
a Cole 43.  Taurus came home in 19th place, in 
the 85 boat fleet, and 20th on corrected time. He 
competed in three Sydney to Hobarts in Taurus and 
one other in Sandy’s, new boat Helsal 11, a Joe 
Adams pocket maxi that had an unbelievable turn of 
speed in a blow. Ian participated in most other 

Sydney to Hobarts of his 13, in Nimrod, “The Mighty 
Hunter”, the Great Grandson of Noah.

Nimrod is a Farr11.7 with Kan Curtis on the crew; 
the boat had been successful in taking out several 
Division One aggregates at the Royal Geelong 
Yacht Club. 

Ian Watson was Commodore 1979 – 1981 and 
was the driving force behind the building of the 
RGYC Marina.  His vision and commitment to the 
marina project ensured it was a success and Ian is 
an inspiration to those who are working on the next 
phase of RGYC development.  His legacy at the Club 
and to Geelong is clear for all to see. 

There are countless stories featuring Ian’s exploits 
with his sailing mates and his dedication to the 
growth of this yacht club.  Many of those yarns 
portray him as a “classic man’s man”, someone 
who was “rock solid” and forthright. Ian Watson, a 
man of passion and determination.

‘My mentor and protector, a shy and very caring 
gentleman.’ - Ruth Plummer

It is with great sadness and regret that we record the passing during the year of the following esteemed members:

 Honorary Life Member and Past Commodore Bob Lucas OAM Joined 1948

 David Doyle Joined 2011

 Bill Stokes Joined 1999

 Gary Hodgson Joined 1950

 Past Commodore Ian Watson Joined 1959

12th November 1926 - 20th August 2016
IAN STEWART ‘WATTO’ WATSON


